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Mayor) Vince Williams. He introduced himself and his company, and talked about some
pertinent market realities.

“I told him that retail footprints for retailers like Best Buy were getting smaller, while the
footprints for industrial e-commerce warehouses were getting larger in order to accommodate
the ever-increasing rise of on-line sales,” said Doughtie. “I also said that e-commerce jobs paid
better than normal retail jobs.”

Doughtie convinces Williams that if the site was rezoned to TCMU, he would be able to find a
developer to purchase the mall site, redevelop it, and probably bring in e-commerce firms and
other end users that would create a lot of new jobs. Williams committed to working to get the
site rezoned, and Doughtie set about finding developers.

From three developers who toured the site, Doughtie found Atlanta-based developer-builder
Rooker enthusiastic about buying and working with the site — contingent upon rezoning.
Williams told Rooker, who was now being represented by Doughtie as their real estate broker,
that this rezoning would be completed within 60 days.

While zoning issues were being taken care of, closing the sale still had its difficulties. Chief
among them was that Shannon Mall/Union Station Mall had multiple owners, including a vulture
fund owning the small-shop space; and Sears and Macy’s, the latter of which sold its parcel to
another buyer during the contract period, giving Doughtie yet another seller to negotiate with
on behalf of Rooker.

The deal closed in early 2014, with Rooker paying a reported $3.1 million for the rezoned
property.

Rooker last year announced two projects totaling just under 1.5 million square feet for the site:
a new purpose-built film and television studio and a 1.1-million-square-foot distribution facility.


